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40 Years for the
Society of St. Pius X

Commemorating 40 years of the founding of the Society of St. Pius X, we present in this special
issue of the Regina Coeli Report a pictorial glimpse of the United States of America District’s history.

Archbishop Marcel
Lefebvre in the
United States

As the Society of St. Pius X’s Superior General, Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre first visited the United States in March 1971 to
discuss with the bishops of Covington, KY and Pittsburgh, PA the
possibility of establishing houses in their dioceses. His Excellency
would grace our country with several more visits over the years to
ordain men to Holy Orders, administer the sacraments (especially
Confirmation), bless churches and preach the pure Catholic Faith.
His last visit occurred in 1986. The salvific Episcopal Consecrations
of 1988 gave the 82-year old prelate some relief from extensive
traveling.

1979

His Excellency during the pilgrimage at St. Mary’s, KS.

1986

Meeting some North Carolina faithful at the airport
with District Superior, Fr. François Laisney.

1971

Fr. Bonfil’s pivotal visit with the Archbishop that established here in the USA
the SSPX’s first-ever Mass center in November 1971.
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Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre in the United States

1981

Confirmations in
St.Vincent de Paul
Church, Kansas
City, MO; on the
right is SouthWest District
Superior, Fr.
Hector Bolduc.

1985

Praying the
breviary in
Queen of
Angels Church,
Dickinson, TX.

The Mass of All Time
at Ridgefield, CT;
Superior General, Fr.
Franz Schmidberger
assists on the right.

Communion during the
Dedication Mass of Old
St. Mary’s Church in
Goldsboro, NC.

1983

1977

1986

1983

Giving a First Communion at Our
Lady of Sorrows Chapel, Phoenix, AZ.

2

The last known photograph taken during the
Archbishop’s final trip to Ridgefield; seminary
rector, Fr. Richard Williamson, is on the left.

USA District Office

The district’s history effectively began in Fall 1971 when Archbishop
Lefebvre accepted Fr. Bonfil’s request to put his Detroit-area faithful under
the Society’s care; this became the SSPX’s first formally-established Mass
center in the world. In 1993, the USA District also provided the first official
confirmation of the SSPX’s true canonical status through Cardinal Ratzinger’s
decree on the Hawaii Six case, which ruled that the faithful attending its
chapels were not in schism. Recently, the district contributed 5.4 million
rosaries of the 19 million offered internationally for the 12-Million Rosary
Crusade; the largest total of any SSPX district!

The South-West and North-West Districts were merged
under Fr. François Laisney (1984-1990), who moved the
office to Queen of the Holy Rosary at Webster Grove, MO.

Fr. Peter Scott became
the new District Superior
in 1990 and moved the
expanding district office
to a renovated building in
Kansas City, MO, called the
Regina Coeli House.
Under the direction of
Fr. John Fullerton, in March
2007, the Regina Coeli
House moved to this
newly-constructed building
at Platte City, MO.

2010 Map of the SSPX’s United States District

In the USA, the SSPX has 85 priests, 4 deacons, 89 seminarians, 14 brothers, 27 sisters, 2 oblate sisters, and over 1000 third
order members. Throughout 37 of the 50 states, the SSPX has 99 chapels, 18 priories, a seminary, a brothers’ novitiate, a sisters’
novitiate, 3 retreat houses, a college, and 25 schools. Internationally, the SSPX numbers 530 priests, 103 brothers, 73 oblates
sisters, and 152 sisters distributed amongst 181 houses.
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Dear friends and benefactors,

had begun. He was to carry on the formation of priests for the
Holy Catholic Church, in accordance with the way he himself
had been formed, and as he had in turn formed others in the past.
Thanks to this “little miracle,” he saw clearly that the Society of
St. Pius X was providential, in accordance with the will of God.
Twenty years later, Archbishop Lefebvre reiterated that the
Society, its growth, its priests, the many faithful and facilities, its
expansion throughout the world—all these things showed that
God wanted and continued to bless the Society of St. Pius X.
“We must acknowledge the blessing of God,” he said. Moreover,
it is the same today, as we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
Society: we must admit that God has blessed the Society and
us through the Society, tremendously. It would be a terrible
ingratitude to benefit from this blessing and not recognize it as
a great favor from God.
Archbishop Lefebvre saw the work of the Society of Saint
Pius X as counter-revolutionary; he saw the Society as an army
that would oppose and fight against the Revolution in the
Church. It is a small army, certainly, but a true one, meant to
fight ‘Goliath,’ the giant. Like David in the Old Testament, we
come forward to face the giant with but a simple weapon. Our
“sling” with its little “stones” is the Mass, the true Sacrifice of
the Mass, and the graces that come from it. It is the Archbishop
who told us how we are to fight the Revolution: by the Faith, by
the Mass and the Sacraments. These are our weapons. The light
to see in these times of crisis, to know the direction we are to
take and the means by which we shall overcome… this light we
have received from the Archbishop and the Society he founded.
The second degree of gratitude is to express it and to make
good use of what one has received.
The Archbishop paid a great price for what we have received.
We think back on the great decisions he had to make: in 1976,
for instance, holding firm under threat of suspension, or in 1988,
making the immense decision to consecrate four bishops for
Tradition, an act we know to have been vital for the safeguard of
the Catholic priesthood. So much was at stake in these decisions,
but only he could make them; he was alone.
In one of his sermons, he spoke of how one must be ready
to loose everything for the glory of God, even his reputation.
He knew from experience what he was talking about. What
heroic sacrifice!
In the 20th anniversary sermon, we already mentioned,
Archbishop Lefebvre spoke also, of how painful it was to be
misunderstood; it was a cross he willingly accepted, nevertheless
it was a true cross. Misunderstood by the authorities in Rome,
misunderstood even by his own priests, who deserted him and
faithful at times…. Often, in return for the good he did for the
Church, he received evil in return. As previously mentioned,

As we celebrate this year the 40th anniversary of the
founding of the Society of St. Pius X, it is our pleasure and duty
to express our gratitude.
For most, if not all of us, Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre and
the Society of St. Pius X have had a great impact on our lives,
and we owe them a debt of gratitude. It is largely thanks to the
Society that the Faith, the Mass, our priesthood have been passed
on to us, that we have access to the true Sacraments, that there
is yet light in these times of darkness. For all these things and
so much more, we are deeply thankful.
St. Thomas Aquinas explains that gratitude is a special virtue,
a special element of justice. If justice, in general, is to render to
each what is due to him, then gratitude is, more specifically, to
give thanks to one’s benefactors. The angelic doctor, St. Thomas
spells out, indeed, that there are three degrees of gratitude:
The first degree of gratitude is to recognize the favor
received—to realize that it is a favor, given freely; to see that
the favor given was not due, and that it must not, therefore, be
taken for granted.
The second degree of gratitude is the expression of one’s
appreciation—it is to go beyond plain acknowledgment in the
mind, and to convey one’s thanks outwardly. It means, further,
not only to express thanks in word, but also to show one’s
appreciation by making good use of that which is given.
The third degree of gratitude is to repay the gift received, for
as St. Thomas says, “a moral debt (such as a favor) should be repaid
at a suitable place and time, according to one’s means.” Repaying
favors whenever possible, and as much as possible, is part of the
virtue of gratitude. “We should repay those who are gracious to us,”
says St. Thomas, “by being gracious to them in return.”
In a sermon given on November 1, 1990, celebrating the
20th anniversary of the Society, the Archbishop called to mind
the miracle of the foundation, or more specifically, the approval
of the Statutes and of the Constitution of the Society, by the
local bishop, as well as by the prefect of the Congregation for
the Clergy in Rome.
The Archbishop himself called this approval “a little miracle”,
as the times were already very unfavorable to Tradition. One
could hardly have expected that in 1970, just five years after the
close of the Second Vatican Council, the approval and blessing
of the Church would be given for a traditional seminary and
priestly society. No; the Revolution had started and was already
well underway; such an approval would be completely in the
opposite direction. Nonetheless, the unlikely did happen… and
when the Archbishop brought back news of it to his seminarians,
there was “an explosion of joy and of amazement!” The Archbishop
always recognized this approval as a great blessing from Heaven,
and a sign that Providence wanted him to continue the work he
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(Above) Archbishop
Lefebvre, priest-superiors,
and USA seminarians at
Ridgefield, CT in 1986.
(Left) Mass at Goldsboro,
NC, 1983.

November 1, 1970 founding document

Nevertheless, if we treasure what the Archbishop loved
and sacrificed for, we cannot but be filled with affection for the
Society that he founded and that continues his work. This love
for the Society, this fidelity to the Society and its work, is the
return that is asked of us. We can show our gratitude to both
God and the Archbishop by courageously standing strong in the
Society’s combat for the Church and the Faith, generously giving
ourselves under the leadership of the Superiors that Providence
has chosen to carry on the work of Tradition.
Here also, we can find inspiration in the words of the
Archbishop: We must recognize the role God is entrusting to
us, Catholics in the 21st century. We are engaged in a Crusade.
The Archbishop has taken us on a beautiful Crusade: a Crusade
for the Mass, for Christ the King, for the Truth, for the Catholic
Church, for Catholic families! How not be grateful for such an
honor!
Let us be proud to take part in this beautiful Crusade and
reflect long on the words of Archbishop Lefebvre, spoken on
the 20th anniversary of the Society: “Have confidence; God is
with you.”
With my prayers and blessing.
In the Immaculate Heart of Mary

in 1988 Rome responded to his attempt to save the priesthood by
the “excommunications.” It was the same, sadly, from a number
of his priests; how many priests received everything from him,
but did not understand him and finally not only left the true
fight, but also tried to justify their independence by finding fault
where they had received only blessings.
He truly saved the Mass, but was criticized on all sides for
doing so. Some disapproved of him for not accepting the New
Mass, others for accepting the 1962 rubrics. How many people
have not really understood the spirit and work of Archbishop
Marcel Lefebvre!
Aware, then, of the price he paid on our behalf, we want
to express our gratitude. To do this in words is not difficult.
Therefore, we want to go beyond words; we want to show our
appreciation to the Archbishop by cherishing the treasures we
received from his hand: the Faith, the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass,
the Sacraments; the priesthood. What a tragedy when souls take
these treasures for granted; it is then that they are liable to be lost!
We want to value the rich heritage of the Church, as the
saints valued and loved it, as the Archbishop did value and love
it. Let us treasure these riches with all our hearts, and show that
we do so, by our effort to avail ourselves of them, and by the
immense respect we demonstrate in doing so.
The third and final degree of gratitude is to repay the favor
received. How can we hope to do so effectively, when the gift
we have received is infinite in value? We cannot hope to truly
and completely repay such a favor.

Fr. Arnaud Rostand
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From Basement to Cathedral
Akin to the first Catholics who gathered in the catacombs to weather
persecution, the SSPX’s first Mass center began in a home basement. From
then, a variety of basements, living rooms, garages, halls, motels, hotels and
clubhouses have been utilized until a more permanent location could be
obtained; some temporary situations continue to persist though.
During the SSPX’s early years, actual Catholic structures were gradually
obtained, such as Queen of Angels Church in Dickinson, TX, the Immaculata
Chapel in St. Mary’s, KS, and Old St. Mary’s Church in Goldsboro, NC; built
in 1889, it is the SSPX’s oldest church in the States. There was also the amazing

The basement Ave Maria Chapel, the SSPX’s first Mass
center; Fr. Bonfil (pictured) later moved it to a VFW Hall
where it was renamed simply as the “Society of St. Pius X”.

A view of the Ramada Inn setup of the Blessed
Sacrament Mission in Corpus Christi, TX.

A former Eastern Rite churc
of the Assumption in St. Loui
beautiful Byzantine-style inte
Upon entering the imposing Tudor Gothic church of
St.Vincent de Paul in Kansas City, MO, Archbishop
Lefebvre declared “Magnificent! It’s a cathedral!”

The mission chapel of St. Therese at Keno, OR.

The neo-gothic interior of Immaculate
Conception in Post Falls, ID.
Br. Marcel highlighting the neo-gothic altar
at St. Michael’s Church in Mandan, ND.
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Situated in a metal
Our Lady of Fatim
has a spacious inte
historic Beuronese

acquisition of the magnificent St. Vincent de Paul Church in
Kansas City, MO. Quickly dubbed the “Archbishop’s Cathedral”,
it is one of the District’s crown jewels and remains to this day the
largest church owned by the SSPX in the United States.
In other cases, non-Catholic religious and secular buildings
were purchased, and as in the Early Church, were skillfully
converted into appropriate settings for divine worship, such as
Queen of All Saints in Springfield, MO, Holy Redeemer in Mt.
Holly, NC, and Our Lady of Fatima in Carnegie, PA.

During the last decade, the growth of Tradition has allowed
for new construction of several wonderful Catholic structures,
such as Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Albuquerque, NM, St.
Thomas Becket in Veneta, OR, St. Michael the Archangel in
Roswell, GA, St. Thomas More in Sanford, FL, and of course,
St. Isidore the Farmer in Watkins, CO.
Not to be forgotten are the steady improvements made to
various chapels over the years thereby enhancing these sacred
structures for the sacrifice of the True Mass.

A glimpse through these arches reveals the interior
gem of Holy Redeemer Church in Wake Forest, NC,
which exteriorly, is hidden by white sheet metal.

Tragedy struck in 1978 when the just restored
Immaculate Chapel in St. Mary’s, KS caught fire. Its
ruins stood for many years until torn down in 2009
to make way for a planned new church.

ch, St. Mary
is, MO has a
erior.

l-sided building,
ma in Carnegie, PA
erior that features
e murals.

The blessing of the completed Christ the King
Church in Ridgefield, CT. Ephemerally begun
in the early 1980’s, it remained boarded up for
nearly two decades and was dubbed
the “Cardboard Cathedral”.
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St. Pius V Church in
Mukwonago, WI was
enhanced a few years ago
with various highlighting,
particularly this celestial
mural on the triumphant
arch.

From Basement to Cathedral

In late 1983, a former
dress factory was
converted in into St.
Michael the Archangel
Church in Farmingville,
NY. In 2005 it was
elegantly redecorated to
its present day look.

Jesus and Mary
Church in El Paso,
TX, was beautifully
redecorated based
upon a classic
Roman basilica.

The back side of the
Spanish Colonial style
Queen of Angels Church
in Dickinson, TX.

The living room mission
chapel of St. Peter
Chanel in Hilo, HI.

Retreat Houses
A key component to the SSPX’s priestly work
of sanctification is the Ignatian Exercises given to
Catholics of every state of life, cleric, religious or laic.
The United States District has three full-time retreat
houses that offer these spiritual retreats throughout
the year thereby furthering the supernatural life
received from its chapels’ altars.
Retreatants are drawn to the cross through the
Exercises. This outdoor crucifix is at Our Lady
of Sorrows Retreat House in Phoenix, AZ whose
construction took several years to come to fruition.

Situated on the East coast, the St. Ignatius
Retreat House at Ridgefield, CT is the USA
District’s longest operating retreat center.

Tucked in the scenic hills of Southwestern California, the Los
Gatos retreat center provides a meditative environment.

Fr. Jacques Emily, the retreat master at St. Aloysius Gonzaga in Los Gatos,
CA, gives a conference to a group of female retreatants.
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Converted from a Protestant
building, Queen of All Saints
Church in Springfield, MO
was blessed and had its altar
(obtained from a convent)
reconsecrated in 2008.

With St. Isidore’s in the
background, SSPX Superior
General, Bishop Fellay
processes to consecrate
the SSPX’s new cemetery at
Denver. The Society has also
established cemeteries at St.
Mary’s, KS and Veneta, OR.

A view of the structural components of St.
Isidore the Farmer Church in Watkins, CO
during its construction.

Schools

The Society operates a variety of types of schools throughout the United States, providing the means for the Catholic
formation and education of children, who are the future of
Tradition. Today the SSPX has 25 schools and a college in
the district.

Notre Dame de
La Salette Boys
Academy, Olivet, IL.
St. Mary’s
College and
Academy, St.
Mary’s, KS.

The 2010
academic class
and staff at St.
John Vianney
Academy,
Browerville, MN.

St.Vincent de Paul Academy, Kansas City, MO.
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Angelus Press

The United States District publishing branch has
played a crucial role in defending and promoting Catholic
Tradition since its inception in January 1978 when SouthWest District Superior, Fr. Hector Bolduc, published the
first issue of The Angelus magazine, a “Journal of Tradition”.
From a corner classroom within the Dickinson, TX complex, Capuchin Fr.
Carl Pulvermacher († 2006) acted as the managing editor, printer and much
more until 1990. Taken over by Fr. James Doran, Angelus Press moved in May
1992 to share the Regina Coeli House with the District Office. In 1993, Fr.
Kenneth Novak became the new editor and during his tenure a new building
was constructed for Angelus Press, which it occupied in January 2002. In
August 2007, Fr. Markus Heggenberger, became the editor at Angelus Press,
continuing its important work for Catholic publishing.

Fr. Kenneth Novak (on left),
editor from 1992 until 2007,
assists District Superior, Fr. Peter
Scott, with a raffle; this picture
was taken just prior to the move
into the present building.

Fr. James Doran preaching; it
was partially his vision that
transformed The Angelus
into the unique “Journal of
Tradition” it is today.

Fr. Carl Pulvermacher edited and printed The Angelus
magazine when Angelus Press was in Dickinson, TX
from 1978 until 1992.

Present day editor, Fr. Markus Heggenberger, poses with his staff in
front of the Angelus Press building in Kansas City.

Religious

An important appendage to the Society’s priestly work
are those men and women who have specially consecrated
their lives to Christ through the practice of the religious vows.
These brothers and sisters not only assist with the day-to-day
practical necessities of operating the SSPX’s institutions, but
more importantly, are a constant source of spiritual support and
edification for both the priests and the laity.

District Superior
(2002-2008), Fr. John
Fullerton (holding
book) prepares to
receive the vows
of a sister in
the Browervile
novitiate chapel.
The sisters’
community at Sacred
Heart Novitiate in
Browerville, MN.
The brothers pose with two new novices after
their annual retreat at Ridgefield, CT this year.
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North American
Seminary of
St. Thomas Aquinas

The SSPX’s first
seminary outside
of Europe, the St.
Joseph House of
Studies, was in
this rented house.

From the first days of the Society of St. Pius X, Archbishop
Lefebvre wanted to establish a seminary in the States so Americans
would not have to attend the French-speaking institution at
Econe, Switzerland. In September 1973, the Society established
its third international seminary at Royal Oak, MI with just
three seminarians. In November 1974, the North American
Seminary, called the St. Joseph House of Studies, was moved
to Armada, MI. In 1979, the seminary moved to Ridgefield,
CT and renamed St. Thomas Aquinas. Having outgrown the
Ridgefield complex, the seminary moved in 1988 to a beautiful
complex at Winona, MN. There the seminary has continued as
from its first days to play a vital role in the transmission of the
priesthood and Tradition for Catholic Americans. Attesting to
its steady growth, today the seminary numbers 91 seminarians.

The first USA
seminary rector,
Fr. Anthony Ward,
blesses the former
PIME missionary
house in Armada, MI
as the SSPX’s North
American Seminary.

Archbishop Lefebvre was able to join the priests’ retreat
held at Armada in 1985.

On the then open
porch of the Armada
seminary, Archbishop
Lefebvre offers Mass
during an early visit.

Seminarians and
staff at Ridgefield
in 1987; it was this
class’ large size
that required the
seminary’s move to
Winona, MN the
following year.

A fish lens view of the clergy attending Compline in the seminary’s
contemplative chapel during one of the district’s annual Priests’ Meeting.

St. Thomas Aquinas
Seminary on Stockton
Hill at Winona, MN.
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The Society of St. Pius X:
Transmitting the
Catholic Priesthood
Archbishop Lefebvre performed the first priestly ordination
for the SSPX in the United States of the first American, Fr.
Gregory Post, on August 28, 1971. Since then, the States have
steadily been fertile ground for priestly vocations to the Society,
a fact well-attested by the recent large ordination classes. In this,
the Society of St. Pius X continues to fulfill the Archbishop’s
“Dream at Dakar” when he had a vision of a priestly society
that formed true priests for the Church.

1980 ordinations
in the seminary’s
converted garage
at Ridgefield.

Two firsts for the SSPX.
occurred in August 1971:
the ordination of the
first American priest, Fr.
Gregory Post, and the first
ordination performed on
American soil.

November 1983
ordinations at St.
Michael the Archangel
in Farmingville, NY.

The SSPX’s first subdeacons
ordained in the United
States took place during
the 1981 ordinations at the
“Episcopal Church” of St.
Vincent’s in Kansas City.

1985 ordinations
at Ridgefield.

2008 ordinations at St.Vincent de Paul Church in Kansas City.
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2010 priestly ordinations at Winona; seminary rector,
Fr.Yves LeRoux, is to the right of the bishop.

