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CRITICAL MASS IN
THE BIG APPLE
NEW YORK

I

n the form of a Solemn High Mass,
another demonstration for Catholic
Tradition was made on Saturday, March
6th in MANHATTAN, NY in front of
St. Anne’s Armenian Rite Cathedral, led by Fr. Geraldo
Zendejas, prior of the St. Ignatius Retreat House, and attended
by approximately 450 faithful.
St. Ann’s is home to Manhattan’s community of Armenian
Rite Catholics and of Bishop Manuel Batakian, who has charge
of the Exarchy (a geographical jurisdiction similar to a diocese)
for Armenian Rite Catholics in the United States and Canada,
which consists of about a dozen priests and 36,000 faithful.
This church also has quite an interesting history.
Founded in 1853, the
parish moved to its current
location on 12th Street in
1870. On August 29, 1929,
Pope Pius XI designated the
church “ The American
National Shrine of the
Motherhood of St. Ann, and
the Primary Church for the
Archconfraternity of the
Motherhood of St. Ann”. In
addition to this, the High
Altar was made a “privileged
altar”, in this case, where a
plenary indulgence could be
gained for the souls in
Purgatory, and in fact, there
are only five such altars
dedicated to the Poor Souls
in the USA. In 1983, St. Ann’s
was appointed as the
permanent seat for the

•

The exterior of St.Ann’s Cathedral, shown with
the enormous plastic tarp prepared to protect
the altar from the rain during Mass. The white
building to the right is St.Ann’s rectory and the
offices of the Armenian Catholic Exarchate.
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Inside the deceivingly plain exterior of St.Ann’s, is this incredible
gem of a French-Gothic style church! Note the “Latin Rite
style” altar, a form which some of the Eastern Rites in union
with the Roman Catholic Church also occasionally use.
C ontinued on p.2

C RITICAL M ASS ... continued from p.1

A shot inside St.Ann’s during an Armenian Rite Hierarchical
(pontifical) Divine Liturgy (i.e., Mass). The Armenian Rite is a
separate liturgical branch amongst the various Eastern Rites,
which is an older form of the more common Byzantine Rite.
As the deacon, Fr. Gonzales takes the Gospel “to the streets” in a way no
liberation-theology-inspired priest in the Big Apple would dare!

Armenian Exarchate in North America, raising
the church to cathedral status.
Just before February, 2004 though,
Cardinal Egan of the archdiocese of New York
(which actually owns St. Ann’s), announced
that the cathedral would be sold, and probably
subsequently torn down, as it sits upon prime
real estate which reportedly is worth several
million dollars. Officially, the archdiocese has
claimed that this closure and sale is part of its
“realignment campaign” in order “to take [the
archdiocese’s] resources and apply them where
the needs are and where the people are”.1
Many attempts had been made to alter
this decision, including three requests from
Bishop Batakian to Cardinal Egan, yet the
cardinal remained adamant that the church
would be sold (but not to any group that is
traditional!). This destructive stance of Cardinal
Egan was especially angering, as the cathedral
was still serving an ethnic neighborhood
parish of Armenian Catholics, ironically
fulfilling the archdiocese’s “realignment
campaign” criteria! Furthermore, the parish
had just undertaken a half-million dollar
restoration of the church’s magnificent FrenchGothic interior.
The impetus to make a protest of the
cathedral’s sale came from parishioners of the
SSPX’s St. Christopher’s Mission in Manhattan
(some of whom actually used to attend St.
Ann’s), as well as the Indult Mass “community”
that has been using St. Ann’s for many years
and who sought the SSPX’s assistance in
rescuing the church. Fr. Zendejas subsequently
rallied nearly 450 parishioners from the
SSPX’s chapels in Manhattan, Syracuse (NY),
Long Island (NY), Ridgefield (CT), Hartford
(CT), Philadelphia (PA), Pittston (PA), New

Fr. Zendejas elevates the Precious Blood to Almighty God beseeching His
assistance for the intentions of the protest…

Hampshire, and even some current parishioners of St. Ann’s.
So in the rain at 1:00 p.m., in front of the locked doors of St. Ann’s Cathedral,
Fr. Zendejas celebrated a street side Solemn High Mass of Ember Saturday in
Lent, with Fr. Greig Gonzales as deacon and Fr. Trevor Burfitt as subdeacon, as
“a public petition to the Archdiocese of New York of granting [the SSPX] custody”
of the church, and “to let Cardinal Egan know that Tradition is alive”. It was
remarked by Fr. Burfitt that as soon as Mass began, a silence enveloped the normally
bustling neighborhood, and upon the moment of Consecration, the rain
stopped and the sky became sunny, until after the end of Mass, when “the noise
level stepped right up” and the rain began anew. During the Mass, Fr. Zendejas
read a brief, printed sermon entitled, “A Testimony of Faith” (a portion of which
has been quoted above), which compared Catholic Tradition and Modernism,
to David fighting Goliath. Unfortunately, the battle over St. Ann’s is just the
tip of the iceberg, as Cardinal Egan has slatted almost 30 churches just in Manhattan
alone for closure! With such drastic measures being taken, it is inconceivable
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NORTH DAKOTA
The MANDAN (BISMARCK), ND
church of St. Michael’s has been serviced for
many years from St. Mary’s, KS by Fr. Francis
Gallagher, during whose tenure many welcomed embellishments
have been made to the interior of the former Lutheran church
building to give it a Catholic atmosphere. Some of these additions
have been the installation of a neo-Gothic wooden High Altar
(brilliantly decorated by Br. Marcel of the seminary), stained
glass windows above the altar and most recently, hanging
chandeliers for the nave that were made by a parishioner. In
addition to this ongoing work, the church has also been busy
in other parish activities.

•

Promoted annually,
the International
Rosary March fell
on Sunday,
October 4th this
year, and St.
Michael’s parish
turned out in force
to publicly honor
Our Lady with a
Rosary Procession
through the streets
of Mandan.

Fr. Zendejas reads his “Testimony of Faith” to those at the Mass and
any passerby that is willing to listen.

Near his feast day on December 6th, St. Nicholas paid a visit
to the youngsters of St. Michael’s. While well-known as “Santa
Claus”, lesser known are the historical facts that he was the
bishop of Myra in Lycia in the 4th
century, was imprisoned under
Emperor Diocletian, was released
under Emperor Constantine and
that he attended the Council of
Nicea in 325 AD. In the 6th
century, his body was transferred to
Bari, Italy, making veneration to him
popular in Europe.

…meanwhile, a portion of the usually noisy Big Apple remains in
adoring silence.

that the Conciliarists continue to advocate that the “spirit of
Vatican II” and the Novus Ordo have sparked a “new Advent”,
or a “new Pentecost” in the Church!
Let us pray to Our Lady of Victory that the recent efforts
of Catholic Tradition in Manhattan will bear much fruit, not
only in preserving a church building which is a “priceless jewel
of the Faith”, but more importantly, in the doctrinal war that
is being waged against the errors of Modernism which seek to
exterminate the Catholic Faith.

1

A view of the Processional for the
beginning of Christmas Midnight
Mass. Noticeable in this shot are
the new hanging chandeliers
(illuminated by electricity), and if one
looks closely, the newly-installed
hanging sanctuary lamp.

Joseph Zwilling, archdiocesan spokesman, as reported in the March
2004 issue of Catholic Family News.
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Dear friends and benefactors of the Society of Saint Pius X,

present on the altar in the state of sacrificial victim, together with the
eternal power of his Passion. The words themselves effect the separate presence of his body under the species of bread, his blood under
the species of wine.
Nor does the principal one who offers change. Christ the eternal High Priest perpetually offers sacrifice as the head of the Church
through the Church’s ministers, who are his instruments acting in
his power. Christ himself, while instituting this sacrifice at the Last
Supper, founded a new priesthood whose essence would be found
precisely in its relationship to the Eucharist. The successors of the
apostles by valid ordination receive a participation of Christ’s own
priestly power in virtue of which they act for him in offering daily in
many places this sacrifice to God.
By reason of His sacramental presence, His divine power and
the power of his Passion work man’s redemption here and now by
applying to individual souls the graces gained by the sacrifice of the
Cross. As the Council of Trent declared: “In the divine sacrifice that
is offered in the Mass, the same Christ who offered himself once in
an bloody manner on the altar of the cross is present and is offered
in an unbloody manner….For it is one and the same victim: he who
now makes the offering through the ministry of the priests and he
who then offered himself on the cross; the only difference is in the
manner of offering. The benefits of this oblation (i.e., the bloody
one) are received in abundance through this unbloody oblation.”
Yet despite the fact that when we attend Mass, we are standing
at the foot of the Cross in the blessed company of the Mother of God,
St. John, the holy women and amidst the choirs of angels and saints
in order to offer this most sublime worship to God; despite the fact
that there upon the altar the perfect Victim is offered in the most
perfect way and despite the fact that the Mass is our opportunity to
share fully in the sacrifice of Christ and obtain the fruits of redemption; despite all of this, sadly enough, many attend the Sacrifice of
the Mass with a merely indifferent or passive presence. We forget that
we will receive grace in the measure of our giving, in the degree of
surrender of self to God. It is through our sincere and zealous participation in the Mass, climaxed in our union with the sacrificial victim at his sacred banquet, that we will truly realize the significance
and effects that the Mass has upon our lives and thus be enabled to
wax strong in the grace and wisdom of God.
Each year during Holy Week we recount the details of the passion and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. This year many people have
had the opportunity to see these details realistically visualized on the
big screen in the movie The Passion of the Christ by Mel Gibson.
Many viewers have been moved to a greater appreciation and love for
Christ and what he did in regard to our salvation, which is not surprising since we know that actual graces are given to those who sincerely reflect upon the sacrifice of Christ’s passion and death. But let
us not forget that we have this same sacrifice sacramentally re-presented upon our altars in the Mass, and the Sacrifice of the Mass not
only has the power to move us but also and most importantly has the
power to sanctify us. Let us not waste this most precious of gifts.
May you all have a happy and holy Easter.

We all have had the opportunity, especially during the season of
Lent, to make sacrifices by giving up something for the higher purpose of showing our love for God. During Holy Week, as we are
reminded once again of the Sacrifice on Calvary, this notion of sacrifice takes on a loftier meaning being employed in its ritual sense,
to indicate an act of worship.
Sacrifice considered in this ritual sense is the principal external
act of the virtue of religion, that special virtue whereby man gives to
God, as far as he is able, the honor due to Him alone. It is more than
just an offering. A gift, representing ourselves, is first offered in recognition of God’s supreme dominion and authority and man’s dependence. Then the victim, so offered, is immolated by being changed
or destroyed in some manner to express the totality of the giving of
ourselves and of the reparation man desires to make for his sin. Not
infrequently there is also a sacrificial banquet in which the priest, or
those present, consume the sacrifice, or part of it, to denote close
union with God through the sacrifice. Thus sacrifice springs from
the very nature of things, from the necessary and essential relationship existing between the Creator and his creature, the external and
sensible representation of man’s interior immolation to his God.
From the very beginning man has been impelled to make this
act of sacrifice, as we read of Cain and Abel in the Old Testament,
for God commanded Adam to sacrifice to Him, and subsequent generations, while forgetting the true God, did not forget that sacrificial
worship was necessary. However there are among the religions of history many that do lack it, e.g., pure Buddhism, Mohammedanism
and Protestantism. A religion without sacrifice is unnatural and essentially defective in content.
Sacrifice being the essential rite of any religion, the true religion
instituted by God made man, Jesus Christ, must possess just such a
liturgical homage as its basic act of religion – and there is none such
in God’s Church, nor ever has been, except the Mass. For the sacrifice of the Cross, permanent as to its effects, was nevertheless accomplished at a particular moment of time, which Christ called His “hour.”
It was in this “hour” that He ascended the hill of Calvary, as the priest
ascends the steps of the altar, and there stretched Himself upon the
altar of the Cross and became the Victim, to be slain as a sacrifice for
the redemption of the world. The Mass not only reminds us of His
“hour” on Calvary, is not merely a remembrance of it, but is essentially the same sacrifice as the sacrifice of Calvary, re-enacted, re-presented. It is a memorial of Christ’s Passion, its commemoration and
representation, not an innovation.
After Calvary there is no need of actually turning Christ into a
victim again since He remains the Victim for all eternity. As St. Ambrose
says: “There is but one victim and not many victims, because Christ
was offered but once: and this latter sacrifice is the pattern of the former. For just as what is offered everywhere is one body, and not many
bodies, so also is it but one sacrifice.” The Mass is not a new sacrifice – there is no new priest, no new victim, nor are the oblation and
immolation essentially and substantially new; rather it is Christ’s very
sacrifice. It is the very same act of offering by which the High Priest
offered himself on the cross in a bloody immolation, which is now
communicated to the Church and participated in by the Church in
a sacramental manner. There is in both the same offering to God for
the same purpose of adoration, thanksgiving, atonement and petition. By the will of the Incarnate Word expressed in instituting this
sacrament and through the power of the words of consecration this
sacrifice is sacramentally perpetuated in His Church. Christ is made

Sincerely yours in Christ the Savior,

Fr. John D. Fullerton
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•

OREGON

Recently, 27 parishioners from St.
Thomas Becket Church in VENETA, OR
made for the first time or renewed their Total
Consecration to Our Lady according to the
formula of St. Louis de Montfort after a two-month preparation
with meetings every Wednesday night. The parishioners were
inspired to make this consecration after a retreat which Fr. Karl
Stehlin gave to priests in August 2003 on St. Maximilian Kolbe
and the Immaculata.
The group continues to meet every other Wednesday night
for directives on how to continue living a life totally consecrated
to Our Lady. One of the priests instructs them for half the
class on the book True Devotion to Mary by St. Louis de Montfort
and for the other half on doctrinal issues covered in Archbishop
Lefebvre’s book Open Letter to Confused Catholics.

•

CALIFORNIA

St. Michael’s Church in CARMICHAEL
(SACRAMENTO), CA recently held a St.
Nicholas Ukrainian Festival to honor their new
pastor, Fr. David Hewko. The event featured a
Ukrainian band with singing and dancing as well as a visit from
St. Nicholas to pass out candy canes to the children.

Fr. Lawrence
Novak
celebrates Mass
at Our Lady’s
altar before the
Total
Consecration to
Our Lady
ceremony.

Fr. David Hewko greets parishioners during the Ukrainian Festival.

St. Nicholas passes
out candy canes.

Twenty-seven
parishioners
make their
consecration
to Our Lady.

A group of children
perform a Ukrainian dance.

The handwritten
forms of
consecration are
signed, co-signed
by the pastor and
sealed after the
ceremony.
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MINNESOTA
St. Thomas Aquinas Seminary in WINONA, MN
once again hosted the annual Priests’ Meeting in February.
The priests from the districts of the United States and
Canada came to the Seminary for five days of conferences
and instruction on such topics as Ecumenism, Liberal
Catholicism and the Rosary. Despite the already crowded situation at
the Seminary due to the large number of seminarians studying there,
all the priests were most graciously accommodated.

•

•

SSPX Superior General Bishop Bernard Fellay was
present at the Priests’ Meeting this year. Here, he
gives a conference on Ecumenism and explains the
Society’s recent document concerning the “Silent
Apostasy” which Ecumenism has created.

The Seminary chapel was often
filled to capacity for the Divine
Office during the Priests’
Meeting. As seen here, some
seminarians were forced to
attend Compline from the choir
loft due to the large number of
priests in the choir stalls.

Bishop Fellay presents the annual
Hockey game trophy to the winning
seminarians, who won one of the most
competitive and exciting games in
series history by overcoming the
priests 10-9 in overtime.

Fr.Yves Le Roux, the Seminary Rector, speaks to the
priests at the end of the Priests’ Meeting. Father
thanked the priests for coming and encouraged them to
visit the Seminary often.

A large number of priests who attended the Priests’ Meeting pose for
the traditional group photo in front of the Seminary chapel.
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St. John Vianney Church in LONG PRAIRIE, MN had
the pleasure on Sunday, February 7th of hosting the visit of the
SSPX’s Superior General, Bishop Bernard Fellay, to celebrate
a Solemn High Mass and administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation to 27 faithful. The ceremonies were followed
by a banquet held in the parish hall to celebrate the reception
of the Sacrament of Confirmation and to honor Bishop Fellay’s
visit.

Having just anointed the confirmand’s forehead with the Sacred
Chrism, Bishop Fellay gives the ceremonial slap to the cheek, signifying
how the confirmand must be a Soldier of Christ and thereby be
prepared for hardships, including persecution!

After the Mass, the priests of nearby St. Peter’s Priory, the altar servers
and confirmands pose with Bishop Fellay for a group shot.

Orbis Vacations is organizing the following
Heritage Tour for 2004
(accompanied by a SSPX priest)
Seated at the table of honor during the parish banquet, from left to
right, Fr.Wolfgang Goettler (visiting from the seminary), Fr. Frank
Kurtz (pastor), Bishop Fellay and Fr. Paul Kimball.

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. PAUL
Touring Greece and its Islands

(October 20 - November 1-5, 2004)
Thessaloniki • Delphi • Mystras • Nafplio • Athens
Optional 4 day cruise includes Mykonos, Kusadasi, Ephesus, Patmos,
Rhodes, Lindos, Heraclion, and Santorini

Saint Pius X Pilgrimage Co.

SAINTS AND SHRINES OF CENTRAL ITALY

FATIMA, SPAIN AND LOURDES

(accompanied by a SSPX priest)

(August 1 - 13, 2004)

(November 4 - 17, 2004)

Fatima • Lisbon • Santiago • Zaragosa • Lourdes • Nazare
• Avila Segovia • El Escorial • La Valle de Los Caidos
• Zaragoza, and more.

Rome • Orvieto • Cascia • Loreto
San Giovanni Rotondo • Naples • Pompeii
● Daily

$2495 all included from N.Y.

Mass ● First class accommodations
● Professional service

● Daily

Mass ● 4-star or better accommodations
Catholic tour-guides

● experienced

For itinerary brochure, reservations contact: Saint Pius X Pilgrimage
Co., Robert & Christine de Cecco, 38 Ten Coat Lane, Shelton, CT
06484; telephone 203-922-0096; fax 203-922-0097; or e-mail:
christine.dicecco@sbcglobal.net

ORBIS VACATIONS
1-800-290-3876
info@orbisvacations.com
www.orbisvacations.com/SSPX2004tours.htm

7

2004 CONFIRMA TION
SCHEDULE
BISHOP TISSIER DE MALLERAIS
April 17
Saturday
Veneta, OR
April 18
Sunday
Los Gatos, CA
April 25
Sunday
Post Falls, ID
April 30
Friday
Colton, CA
May 1
Saturday
Glendale, CA,
May 2
Sunday
Arcadia, CA
May 8
Saturday
St. Mary’s, KS

EUCHARISTIC CRUSADE
MONTHLY INTENTIONS: April-June

April
May
June

For the Catholic youth movements.
For Catholic schools.
For vocations

U.S. DISTRICT TREASURE - January 2004
Treasure sheets returned
Morning offerings
Masses
Sacramental communions
Spiritual communions
Sacrifices
Decades of the Rosary
Visits to the Blessed Sacrament
15 minutes of silent meditation
Good examples

BISHOP RICHARD WILLIAMSON
June 12
Saturday
Las Vegas, NV
June 13
Sunday
St. Louis, MO
June 15
Tuesday
Philadelphia, PA
June 17
Thursday
Mukwonago,WI

550
14,074
6,056
5,397
11,445
39,929
66,537
4,260
5,450
16,295

The 28 active chapters for December were, in order of the
greatest number of treasure sheets returned, down to the
least:

RETREA T SCHEDULE

St. Mary’s Academy, St. Marys, KS (160)
Immaculate Conception, Post Falls, ID (65)
Our Lady Immaculate, Oak Park, IL (31)
St. Vincent de Paul, Kansas City, MO (28)
St. Michael the Archangel, North Houston, TX (24)
St. Therese, Nicholville, NY (20)
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Fort Worth, TX (19)
St. Anne, Detroit, MI (19)
Immaculate Conception, Kalispell, MT (19)
St. Joseph, Armada, MI (18)
Our Lady of Fatima, Sanger, TX (17)
St. Pius X, Cincinnati, OH (14)
St. Therese, Madison, WI (12)
St. Thomas Becket, Veneta, OR (11)
St. Jude, Philadelphia, PA (10)
Jesus and Mary, El Paso, TX (10)
St. John Vianney, Long Prairie, MN (8)
St. Robert Bellarmine, St. Cloud, MN (7)
St. Michael, Mandan, ND (6)
St. Peter Chanel, Hilo, HI (5)
Our Lady of Sorrows, Baton Rouge, LA (5)
St. John Fisher, Tulsa, OK (4)
Our Lady of the Rosary, Buffalo, NY (4)
St. Thomas, Carson City, NV (3)
St. Michael, Atlanta, GA (3)
Our Lady of Lourdes, Honolulu, HI (2)
St. St. Michael, Bakersfield, CA (2)
Corpus Christi, Edmonds, WA (2)

ST. IGNATIUS RETREAT HOUSE

209 Tackora Trail, Ridgefield, CT 06877
(203) 431-0201

Men: May 10-15, July 12-17, Sept. 13-18, Oct. 11-16 (Marian),
Nov. 15-20
Women: Apr. 12-17, June 14-19, July 19-24,
Sept. 20-25 (Marian), Oct. 18-23 (Third Order), Dec. 13-18

ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA
CAMP & RETREAT CENTER

19101 Bear Creek Road, Los Gatos, CA 95033
(408) 354-7703

Men: April 26-May 1, June 7-12, Aug. 9-14, Sept. 6-11, Oct. 4-9,
Nov. 4-7 (weekend)
Women: May 10-15 (Marian), June 21-26, Aug. 23-28,
Sept. 20-25, Oct. 18-23, Nov. 18-21 (weekend)

OUR LADY OF SORROWS
RETREAT CENTER

750 E. Baseline Road, Phoenix, AZ 85042
(602) 268-7673

Men: Oct. 18-23, Nov. 15-20 (Virtues)
Women: May 10-15 (Virtues), Oct. 4-9, Nov. 8-13
Men’s & Women’s: April 14-18 (Teachers),
Oct. 27-31 (Matrimony), Dec. 28-January 1 (Marian)
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